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‹  Statistically, the Home Care Program had its numbers increase with total number of admissions at 132 for 2007 
(2006 admissions = 117). Total number of visits was 2859 in 2006 and 3672 in 2007 so there was a significant 
increase in visits in 2007.  This kept the staff very busy and was extremely challenging given our constant 
struggles with RN vacancies.  Mary Ellen Jacobson resigned in 2007 and on the heels of the challenge in 
retaining and filling the Hospice RN vacancy, this additional Home Care vacancy proved taxing as well. The HC 
vacancy was not filled until late March of 2008.  Nursing shortages nationwide are very apparent locally with the 
difficulties we experienced in 2007 and 2008. 

 

‹  The Hospice program continued to see changes and have challenges in 2007.  Lona Compton left the Hospice 
nurse position after only a short time with us and it was again a challenge filling that vacancy.  Finally in 
November, we filled the position with Marian Olson.  Statistically in 2007, the number of new referrals was 37 (35 
in 2006). The number of patients admitted to the Hospice program was 22 in 2007 (26 in 2006). We saw a slight 
decrease in patient visits, partly due to Hospice nurse staff recruitment challenges and other staff changes.   In 
2007, 381 visits were made which contrasts with 393 visits made in 2006.  Donations to the Hospice Program 
declined significantly as $ 3700 was received in 2007, down from the $7449 received in 2006.   

�

‹  Public Health programming at the Health Department is a statutory requirement and saw changes in 2007 related 
to an increase in communicable disease epi investigations with suspect cases of Tuberculosis and measles.        
We continue to anticipate a statewide electronic surveillance system (WEDSS) and saw the addition of vaccines. 
 Our relationship with school districts is crucial in PH prevention in the above issues. 

 

‹  The Wisconsin Health Ranking report was published again by the UW Population Health Institute and Lafayette 
County’s ranking in Health Outcomes fell to 34th statewide (down from 32nd in 2006) and our ranking related to 
Health Determinants rose to 3rd statewide (from #4 in 2006). The Community Health Needs Assessment process 
continued in 2007 with our ongoing involvement in the Lafayette County Aging Well/Living Well Coalition & the 
Lafayette County Community Suicide Intervention (CSI) Task force. Our participation in these two important 
coalitions helps to address the 3 priority areas in our Health Improvement Plan:  1) Health needs of the elderly, 2) 
Promotion of healthy lifestyle behaviors and 3) Improving access to care.  In fact the health department was 
instrumental in securing a grant for the CSI task force to address suicide in our county. We also continue 
involvement in dental care access and the new Darlington Dental Clinic has been something we have been 
involved with and look forward to having for the residents of SW WI!   

 

‹  Bioterrorism preparedness remains a large activity in Public Health.  Much time and energy was again spent 
confronting the huge task of adequate planning & preparedness. The Southwest PH Preparedness and 
Response Consortium (Grant, Iowa, Lafayette, Richland, Vernon and Crawford Counties) continued work on 
preparedness objectives. Numerous tabletop & mass vaccination exercises were held designed to test readiness. 
We again had a functional mass flu clinic exercise in the Fall. Another focus was continued training of staff at the 
Health Department as well as our readiness partners. Incident command is an ongoing training focus. A school 
disease/syndromic surveillance pilot project continued in 2 Lafayette County schools. 

 

‹  Involvement in Family Care (Long Term Pilot Expansion) has been an ongoing project for the Health 
Department.  Being at the table engaged in discussions and understanding of this state initiative and its 
implications is important to our department.

�
�
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              ENVIRONMENTAL HAZARDS             # INVESTIGATIONS  

                                                                                                        HOME VISITS/CONTACTS 

   Air Quality Problems              2                     16 

   Lead Hazards                            5                     21 

   Water (3) (20 Beach)              7                     30 

   Radiation (Radon Kits)                             -                     19  (distributed) 

 

   PUBLIC HEALTH NUISANCES             # INVESTIGATIONS  

                                                                                                                    HOME  VISITS  /CONTACTS 

   Restaurant Issues                                0                  0            

   Housing              20                  43 

          Rabies Control (40 Rabies Investigations)       0                  61 

   Asbestos                3                   4 

   Solid Waste                 5                 33 

   Animal                                          0                  7 

                             Hazardous                                               0                   0 

   Sewage                                                     0                 14 

   Water Quality  (47 Kits)                         -                 94     
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$$ AA�� ==��++** <<==��<<==,, ==%%BB==��22AABB<<++==22�� '' 6666-- ��

76%

11%
8% 5%

Medicare

MA/MAPC

PrvtIns/SP

Misc
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����	� � �������@���)"3�01)��������-1C�
�	
�����*

�
����	� �������������)3�)./����������0C�

������������� �����	���
�����	�� �������������'-�11" ����������1C�
�*; +�� ����������������������������������������"6�) 6/����������)C�

�������������2	��� �&� ���	��
� � ���������������3�)-3 ����������'C��������������������������������������� �������������������������������������������
���������������
���<	�	��	������������������������� ��������"-�".3����������3C�
�

                                                                                                                           2007 County Allocation/Transfer  $  88,754                       
                                                                                                                                                          Revenues     411,791� ��������������
��������������������������������������������������� ��������������������������������������������������� ������������������������ Expenses      504,550                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                               (4,004)           
 �
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LL AAFFAAYYEETTTTEE  CCOOUUNNTTYY  BBOOAARRDD  OOFF  SSUUPPEERRVVII SSOORRSS  

      LAFAYETTE COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH 

AAGGEENNCCYY  DDII RREECCTTOORR//HHEEAALL TTHH  OOFFFFII CCEERR  

Asst Director/Home Care 

Supervisor 

Administrative Deputy 

Home Care RNs (3) 

Home Care CNAs (2) 

Public Health/PC Nurses (5) 

Home Care  

Billing Clerk 

Community Health Tech (1) 

Environmental Health Consultant 

Contracted Therapies:  

Physical Therapist 

Occupational Therapist 

Speech Therapist 

Hospice Program Coordinator/Hospice Nurse 

Hospice Core Team Members:  MD, Social 

Worker, Dietician, Therapies, Volunteers, 

Spiritual 

SW WI PH Preparedness Staff 

State of Wisconsin 

Division of PH 
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